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Children often enjoy saying how they see something differently from someone else.

Adults could show interesting arrangements of objects and invite children to talk about the numbers they see.

The Activity
Arrange five large magnets on a tin tray and confirm that everyone sees five.
Ask, ‘What numbers can you see hidden inside five?’ Collect different views.
Turn the board away to rearrange, show briefly and ask, ‘How do you see them now?’

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
Can you tell me how you saw them?
Did anyone see them differently? How did Lucas say he saw them?

Reasoning
How did you know how many there were?
Is this way easier to see how many there are? Why did you find it easier?

Opening Out
Has anyone got a quicker way of counting?
Can you arrange your counters so that you can quickly see how many there are?

Recording
Can you copy this pattern with your counters?
Can you record this by drawing or stamping or with stickers?
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https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/pd-books/making-numbers
http://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/visualizing-number-combinations
http://https.nrich.maths.org/10737
http://nrich.maths.org/early-years

	Number Talks !

